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Planning for Food Justice: Advancing Equity through California's SB 1000

Professor Charisma Acey, UC Berkeley and the Berkeley Food Institute

SB 1000, which passed in 2016, required cities and counties with “disadvantaged communities” (as defined by SB
535 through CalEPA’s CalEnviroScreen) to incorporate environmental justice policies into their General Plan. The
requirement is triggered when these cities and counties concurently update two or more elements of their General Plan.
In May 2022, with support from the Berkeley Food Institute, I launched a research project alongside Susana Matias,
Cooperative Extension Specialist in the Department of Nutritional Sciences and Toxicology at UC Berkeley, and Katherine
Fallon, a graduate student in UC Berkeley's College of Environmental Design, to track SB 1000 implementation across
the state. While SB 1000 takes a comprehensive approach to environmental justice, our project looks more specifically at
the food access policies to determine how effectively SB 1000 advances food justice.
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according to six food policy goals: food access, nutrition
outcomes, local food production, edible landscapes, protection of
agricultural lands, and equity.
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Based on this analysis, our research emphasizes the impact of
explicitly targeting equity in environmental justice land use
planning and offers recommendations to city planners and state
legislators to improve SB 1000 implementation to better advance
the law's food justice goals.

Recommendations for City and County Planners

* Implement a standalone environmental justice element
rather than incorporate environmental justice goals
throughout the General Plan.

¢ Involve public awareness and participation in drafting
environmental justice goals, and communicate those goals
to the public.

* Improve the follow-through and on-the-ground
implementation of stated goals.

* Write food justice policies that are targeted, actionable, and
specific.

 Prioritize racial equity in environmental and food justice planning, despite the fact that CalEnviroScreen does not include
race in its analysis of disadvantaged communities.

Recommendations for the State of California
* Include USDA food access metrics when defining “disadvantaged communities.”

 Clarify CalEPA's designation of Tribal communities as "disadvantaged" in SB 1000 to increase compliance in counties
with federally recognized Tribes.

Implications

Often seen as separate social movements, environmental justice and food justice are deeply intertwined, with roots in equity
and civil rights. Our research emphasizes this overlap. As cities and counties incorporate environmental justice into land use
planning, SB 1000 provides an important avenue for advancing food justice policies at the local level throughout the state.

The University of California Center Sacramento advances the University’s mission of teaching, research, and public service with an integrated program to train future

state leaders, to address challenging public-policy issues confronted by the nation and state, and to carry out the University'’s mandate to assist state government.
To view the presentation and slides, please visit us at https.//uccs.ucdavis.edu.



mailto:rwassme@csus.edu

	Default Section
	Slide 1
	Slide 2


