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“California’s Homeless and Incarcerated
Mentally lll in Historical Perspective”

Dr. Joel Brasiow, UCLA
Wednesday,
Februa ry 22nd Since the mid 1970s, California policy makers have attempted

to address the ever-growing problem of homelessness and
. . incarceration of individuals with serious mental illness. Despite
:12..00—.1.00pm numerous policy efforts, the numbers of homeless and
Limited in person incarcerated Californians with serious mental illness have
attendance or by Zoom reached unprecedented numbers. My talk will address the
webinar social, economic, political and ideologic forces that have
shaped mental health policy over the last fifty years. | argue that |
UC Center this historically informed perspective is crucial to understanding
why we have so consistently failed to solve the fundamental
problems of caring for our most vulnerable citizens.

Sacramento
1130 K Street
Room LL 22
Sac, CA 95814

Dr. Joel Braslow, MD, PhD is a Professor of Psychiatry and Biobehavioral Sciences and the
Department of History at UCLA. Dr. Braslow’s research examines the social, cultural, historical, and
scientific context of treatment practices for severe mental illness, ranging from early twentieth
century American psychiatric practices to contemporary issues around mental health policy.
Professor Braslow’s book Mental llls and Bodily Cures: Psychiatric Treatment in the First Half of
Twentieth Century reconstructs the world of mental patients and their doctors in the first half of the

Register by: twentieth century. To understand why the mental health care system underserves the most
February 17th at: vulnerable patients, Dr. Braslow is working on a history of schizophrenia from its origins to the
present. At the same time, Dr. Braslow is examining the intersection between mental health policy,
incarceration, and homelessness in a comparative study of New York and Los Angeles. Professor
Braslow received his Bachelor's degree from Stanford University, his M.D. degree from Loma Linda
University School of Medicine, and Ph.D. in History from UCLA.
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Lunch will be served.

For questions confact Brooke Miller—Jacobs at (916) 445-5161 or UCCS—lalks@ucdavis.edu

The views and opinions expressed during this lecture are those of the speaker and do not necessarily represent the views of UCCS.
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