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NEW CONFERENCE ROOM TAKES SHAPE 
UC Davis, UCOP team up to enhance Center’s meeting space 

To the Capitol community, the most frequented room at UC Center is the lower-

level conference room — home to UC Center public seminars and other events 

sponsored or hosted by a variety of groups. The facility also doubles as a class-

room. Although it has served the Center well for the past eight years, the room’s 

narrow confines can be somewhat claustrophobic. “Like a lecture on Amtrak,” said 

one frequent attendee. In addition, people sitting in the back often cannot see Pow-

er Point presentations on the front screen. 

Soon, however, UC Center seminars will be held in a spacious new environment, 

located directly across the hall from the current room in a suite that once housed 

the Center’s original offices. While the old conference room maxed out at 100, the 

new room will comfortably accommodate an audience of 150 or more, depending 

on how seating is arranged. Only a modest remodel was necessary to convert the 

old suite into the new conference facility. Two small offices were demolished, a 

second entrance/exit added, and new carpet laid. A new coat of paint finished the 

project. The main challenges involved a low ceiling and a massive support pillar in 

the middle of the room.  

The remodel, which began in January, is funded by UC Office of the President, 

which saw the improved facility as a marketing tool to attract tenants to the build-

ing. UC owns the building, built in the 1920s as home to the original Weinstock’s 

Department Store. Use of the room will be offered to prospective tenants for their 

own events, and UC Center staff will manage the scheduling. The old conference 

room will accommodate smaller groups and classes. 

UC Center also has applied for a small grant to equip the room with audio-visual 

equipment, including widescreen monitors, sound, and a video-conferencing sys-

tem to be used for, among other things, remote teaching from other UC campuses. 

LEFT FROM THE PODIUM RIGHT FROM THE PODIUM 

THE OLD ROOM 
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Spring quarter began April 2, with 11 students representing five of UC’s undergrad-

uate campuses. During Orientation Week, students were introduced to the relation-

ships between policy and politics in Sacramento and also briefed on the capital 

city’s variety of recreation and entertainment opportunities. Among those who met 

with students were Mark Paul, author of “California Crackup;” Rick Simpson, depu-

ty chief of staff to Assembly Speaker John Perez; Hanna Snider from the office of 

Assemblyman Mike Allen; and H.D. Palmer, deputy director of the Department of 

Finance.  

 

The spring quarter ends on June 14. 

 

The students and their internships include: 

 Lauren Carpenter, Santa Barbara: Townsend, Raimundo, Besler & Usher 

 Marissa Corona, Davis: Governor’s Office of Business & Development 

 Hannah Fishman, Santa Cruz: Assemblyman Sandre Swanson 

 Jessica Kueon, Davis: Strategic Growth Council 

 Alexis Lozano, Davis: Mayor’s Office, City of Los Angeles 

 Krystin Mendez, Riverside: Senator Bill Emmerson 

 Dustin Moore, Santa Cruz: Assemblyman Mike Allen 

 Aiko Norita, UCLA: World Trade Center of Northern California 

 Lynn Park, Davis: California Medical Association 

 Antonio Plancarte Jr., Riverside: Senate Office of International Relations 

 Lake Raymond, Davis: Department of Education, Executive Office 

Spring Quarter Underway 
Internships range from the Legislature to the World 

Trade Center and California Medical Association 

Spring students (L-R): Aiko Norita, UCLA; Lauren Carpenter, UCSB; Lynn 

Park, UCD; Antonio Plancarte, UCR; Marissa Corona, UCD; Dustin Moore, 

UCSC; Alexis Lozano, UCD; Krystin Mendez, UCR; Jessica Kueon, UCD; 

Hannah Fishman, UCSC. Missing: Lake Raymond, UCD 



PUBLIC SEMINAR SERIES 

Spring Seminars Continue with Jobs, San 
Diego’s Troubles, and the Climate Change 

 

UC Center’s Spring Seminar Series will feature another eclectic blend of lectures in May. 

On May 10, Mary Walshok from UC San Diego will talk about the role of higher educa-

tion in closing the nation’s jobs gap. On May 17 UC San Diego’s Steve Erie and Vladimir 

Kogan will be joined by UC Davis’ Scott MacKenzie to explore fiscal and governance 

failures in San Diego. And on May 24, Ethan Elkind, who teaches both at UC Berkeley’s 

Boalt Hall and the UCLA School of Law, will lecture on “the business of fighting climate 

change.”  

 

The Spring Series begins April 19 with a session on energy use during times of peak 

demand by Mark Modera, director of the Western Cooling Efficiency Center at UC Davis. 

Ann Stevens, a UC Davis professor of Economics, will examine the impacts of job loss 

on individuals and families on April 26, and Robert Ream from UC Riverside will appear 

May 3 to talk about narrowing the educational achievement gap as a national priority.  

 

The Series will conclude May 31 and June 7 with presentations by Shawn Kantor of UC 

Merced and Frank La Ferla of UC Irvine and the Mind Institute.  

 

All UC Center seminars are open to the public and are held in Room LL 3 at UC Center, 

1130 K Street in Sacramento. Lectures begin at noon, with a modest lunch provided by 

the university. Registration information may be found below. 

WALSHOK ERIE MacKENZIE 

 

REGISTER FOR SEMINARS ON LINE  

Those interested in attending the public semi-

nars mentioned above may register for events 

on line at http://uccs.ucdavis.edu/events.  

Online registration will be available seven days 

prior to each seminar. Monthly events are listed 

in the calendar section of each newsletter and 

on the UCCS website. 

ELKIND 
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TIDBITS 

 

Summer Journalism 
Workshops Return 

 
Two-day event has Committee of 
Concerned Journalists pedigree 

 

Although the Committee of Concerned Journalists went out of business as an entity at 

the end of 2011, the workshops pioneered by CCJ will return to the UC Center Public-

Affairs Journalism Program this summer. It will mark the sixth consecutive year that 

UCCS has offered this two-day session. As in years past, the Center will invite working 

journalists from the Sacramento community to participate alongside journalism students. 

 

The workshops, scheduled for July 5-6, will be conducted by the same facilitators who 

have run the sessions for the past two years under CCJ — Gregory Favre, former exec-

utive editor of The Sacramento Bee; and Wally Dean, former bureau chief for CBS News 

in Washington, D.C.  

 

The Public-Affairs Journalism Program is a collaboration between UCCS and the Gradu-

ate School of Journalism at UC Berkeley. Sacramento-area journalists interested in par-

ticipating in the 2012 program should contact A.G. Block here. 

 

 

Applications Now Accepted for Summer 
Students urged to apply early to secure the best internships 

 

UC Center representatives on each campus now are accepting applications for the 2012 

summer session, which this year has a staggered start date. The Policy Program will 

begin on June 18 with Orientation Week. The Public-Affairs Journalism Program launch-

es the following Monday, June 25, with the start of “Boot Camp.” The Policy Program 

runs through UC Davis Summer Session, while Journalism runs through UC Berkeley 

Summer Session. Deadline to apply for either program is April 27 — which also is the 

deadline for UC Center’s Fall 2012 policy program. 

 

Associate Director A.G. Block urged students interested in either program to apply now 

rather than wait or attempt to enroll after the April 27 deadline. He stressed that competi-

tion for Capitol-based policy internships is intense during summer because other institu-

tions offer summer-only programs. In addition, students from Sacramento who attend 

university around the country return home for summer and often seek an internship as a 

way to build their resume`.   

 

“The best way to secure the internship you want,” Block said, “is to nail that placement 

down before students from other programs flood the market.”  

 

Block helps place UCCS students once they have been accepted into the program by 

their home campus. 

 

FAVRE 

DEAN 
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ON LINE 

UC Center Seminars Available on Web 
 

Didn’t have a chance to make it to UC Center 

last November for a lecture on community 

colleges by Chancellor Jack Scott? Fear not. 

The chancellor’s talk is available for viewing 

on the UCCS website. So, too, are a talk on 

the Kyoto Protocol by UC Riverside Profes-

sor Ariel Dinar and a seminar on “correctional 

policy in an age of austerity” by author and 

UC Davis lecturer Sasha Abramsky.  

The California Channel tapes most of the UC 

Center lecture series, and then makes the 

videos available to UCCS through the Cal 

Channel website. You can access the series 

through UCCS.  

APPLY FOR  

SUMMER 2012 

 

 
SUMMER 2012 

Policy Program Dates:  
June 18—August 24 

Journalism Program Dates:  
June 25-August 31 

 
FINAL APPLICATION 
DEADLINE:  April 27 

 
For more information contact 

Associate Director A.G. Block here. 

http://uccs-dev.dss.ucdavis.edu:8080/UCCS/media
mailto:agblock@ucdavis.edu


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2  

Spring 

Quarter 

 

Orientation 

Week 

3 

 

Orientation 

Week 

4 

 

Orientation 

Week 

5  POL 195 

 

Orientation 

Week 

6 7 

8 9 POL 192 10 11 12 POL 195 13 14 

15 16 POL 192 17 18 19 POL 195 

 

Mark  

Modera 

UC Davis 

Noon 

20 21 

22 23 POL 192 24 25 26 POL 195 

 

Ann  

Stevens 

UC Davis 

Noon 

 

27 28 

29 30 POL 192      

April 2012  
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Questions or comments? Or if you’d like your name added or removed from our email list, 

University of California Center Sacramento 
Dr, Robert Huckfeldt, Director 
A.G. Block, Newsletter Editor 

1130 K Street, Suite LL 22 
Sacramento, CA 95818 

(916) 445-5100 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 POL 195 
 

Robert 
Ream 
UCR 

 
Noon 

4 5 

6 7 POL 192 8 9 10 POL 195 
 

Mary  
Wolshok 

UCSD 
 

Noon 

11 12 

13 14 POL 192 15 16 17 POL 195 
 

Erie, 
Kogan, 

MacKenzie 
UCSD, UCD 

 
Noon 

18 19 

20 21 POL 192  22 23 24 POL 195 
 

Ethan 
Elkind 
UCB 

 
Noon 

25 26 

27 28 POL 192 29 30 31 POL 195 
 

Shawn 
Kantor 
UCM 

 
Noon 
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