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In light of the community concerns regarding COVID-19, this talk will be given as a webinar. The link will be provided on 

Tuesday, May 18th to those that have registered by 5:00 pm on Monday, May 17th at uccs.ucdavis.edu. 

In August 2020, Michael V. Drake, M.D. became the 21st president of UC’s world-renowned system of 10 campuses, 

five medical centers, three nationally affiliated labs, more than 280,000 students and 230,000 faculty and staff. 

 

Dr. Drake previously served as president of The Ohio State University (OSU) from 2014 through June 2020. Prior to his 

six years at OSU, his entire academic career has been at UC, including as chancellor of UC Irvine for nine years from 

2005 to 2014 and as the systemwide vice president for health affairs from 2000 to 2005. 

 

President Drake received his A.B. from Stanford University and his residency, M.D., 

and fellowship in ophthalmology from UCSF. Dr. Drake subsequently spent more 

than two decades on the faculty of the UCSF School of Medicine, including as the 

Steven P. Shearing Professor of Ophthalmology. 

 

Under his leadership, President Drake greatly enhanced UC Irvine’s reputation as a 

premier university. UC Irvine rose to join the top 10 public universities in U.S. News 

& World Report’s annual list and was ranked by Times Higher Education as the No. 

1 university in the U.S. under 50 years old. During his tenure at the campus, the 

four-year graduation rate increased by more than 18 percent, while undergraduate    

enrollment and diversity significantly increased. In addition, Dr. Drake oversaw the  

establishment of new schools of law and education as well as programs in public 

health, nursing and pharmacy. 

 

President Drake has published numerous articles and co-authored six books. Dr. Drake served as a reviewer for several     

medical journals, including the Journal of the American Medical Association, Investigative Ophthalmology and Visual 

Science and the American Journal of Ophthalmology. Dr. Drake is a member of several national scientific and scholarly  

societies, and has received various awards for teaching, public service, mentoring and research. President Drake is a 

member of the National Academy of Medicine and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Dr. Drake received the 

UCSF School of Medicine’s Clinical Teaching Award, the Hogan Award for Laboratory Research, the Chancellor’s 

Award for Public Service, the Martin Luther King Jr. Award for University Service, the UC Irvine Medal, and the           

University of California Presidential Medal in recognition of his exemplary service to the University. 


