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Timeline
1996 Establishment of CaHSRA

1999 CƛǊǎǘ άǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊέ Ǉƭŀƴ

2008 Prop 1A: $9 billion in general     
obligation bonds for HSR

2009 ARRA federal funds

2014 Allocation of revenue from 
cap-and-trade to HSR

2015 Construction breaks ground

2019    Governor Newsom comments 
about HSR



High-Speed Railways across Europe (2014)



Questions

1. Why are some European countries successful in 
developing HSR, while the California project is marred 
in controversy?

2. What lessons can we learn from the successes and the 
failures of European HSR planning, and can these 
lessons apply to California?

3. Can HSR be planned and designed to promote not only 
mobility but also economic development? What factors 
influence economic outcomes?



Presentation Overview

1. What are the prerequisites for success? What can we 
learn from the European experience?

2. Common mistakes in designing and planning high-speed 
rail stations

3. Impact of high-speed rail on station-cities/ Factors that 
lead to differentiated effects

4. A Southern California example: Anaheim



1. Location

- Station location within city

- City location within HSR network/connections to 
metropolitan centers

2. Connectivity

- Spatial station, station-neighborhood

- Intermodal municipality, region 

- Operational  

3. Partnerships

Prerequisites for Success



1. Location
Connection of Major Origins and Destinations



1. Location
- Station location very near city center

Rotterdam Centraal 



EbbsfleetHSR Station, UK

1. Location
- Peripheral station location



Connectivity: Three dimensions 

-Spatial connectivity: spatial integration of a station with its 
immediate surroundings and the region

-Intermodal connectivity: availability of different transportation 
modes converging at the HSR station; seamless integration and 
time-coordination between HSR and other travel modes and 
connections to major destinations

-Operational connectivity: Interagency coordination;               
co-governance
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Should be achieved at 4 different scales/zones:

Station 

Station-neighborhood

Municipality

Broader region

Spatial Connectivity



Station-adjacent zones of influence



At the station

Ç Attention to station architecture-ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ άǇƭŀŎŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-
travelers. 

Ç Provision of retail and cultural services 

Ç Wayfinding/ Good signage

Madrid: Puertade AtochaStation



At the station

ÇSmooth passenger flows via high capacity elevators and escalators
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Berlin Central StationBerlin Central Station



Rotterdam CentralÅLandmark architecture

At the station


