
The Information Environment as a Social 
Determinant of Health: Implications for Health 
Disparities and Opportunities for Intervention 

Professor Susana Ramírez, UC Merced 
July 18th, 2018 (Wednesday) 

The past two decades have seen a meteoric rise in the overall amount of health information 
available to individuals. Coupled with a deliberate cultural shift toward a health care model 
featuring patients as active participants in their own medical decision-making, access to a 
rich information environment – and the ability to make sense of it – is an increasingly 
important path to health. Mass media may constitute an important source for information 
dissemination in rural regions with geographically-dispersed populations. However, the 
unequal distribution of health information is compounded in rural regions that face multiple 
barriers to health, thus contributing to rather than reducing disparities. Professor Ramírez 
will discuss a set of projects that aim to improve the availability and quality of health 
information in the San Joaquin Valley as a strategy to combat health disparities.  

Dr. Ramírez is currently an Assistant Professor of Public Health 
Communication at the University of California in Merced. Her 
research focuses on communication in the service of social 
justice and health equity. Currently funded research examines 
the feasibility of using mobile phones for tailored behavior 
change communications, understanding communication 
barriers to health decision-making, and developing a 
multilevel communication strategy to create a culture of 
health. Dr. Ramírez earned a PhD in Communication from the 
Annenberg School for Communication at the University of 
Pennsylvania, a Master of Public Health from Harvard 
University. 

 

The views and opinions expressed during this lecture are those of the speaker and do not necessarily represent the views of UCCS. 

Wednesday 
July 18th, 2018 
12:00-1:00pm 

For questions contact Brooke Miller-Jacobs at (916) 445-5161 or bmmillerjacobs@ucdavis.edu  

UC Center Sacramento 
1130 K Street Room LL2 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Register by July 16th at: 
uccs.ucdavis.edu/events  

Lunch will be served 
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